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“ The Play’s the thing”—Ask for Thomas's Observer, 
DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

At this Theatre last night, after the Opera of Masaniello, 
the musical entertainment of Paul and Virginia was performed 
with a more than usual efficient cast; Miss Romer personated 
Paul, and Miss Shirre& Virginia, and Seguin, Giubelei, Bed- 
ford, Henry, aud Mrs. Jones, sustained the other characters; we 
need scarcely add it was admirably well acted. ‘The new Pan- 
tomime concluded.—The house was quite full in every part. 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

A New Historical Play, in five acts, called The Duchess De 
la Valliere, was produced at this Theatre last night, and proved 
on the whole successful. It is the first attempt at dramatic 
writing of Mr. Edward Lytton Bulwer, the celebrated novelist, 
and we trust that the success of his coup d’essai will stimulate 
him to renewed efforts. Mr. Bulwer hus adhered pretty closely 
to the history of the Duchess in his Play, and as he says in his 
preface, ‘‘ The probabilities required us to extend the period of 
action over eight years of her historical career. That sad, not 
sudden, but unceasing progress from innocence to splendour, 
from the idolized to the deserted, from the deserted to the peni- 
tent and devout.” The Play opens with the departure of 
Madlle.De laValliere for theCourt,where she becomes enamoured 
of the King, and he of her; to save her tottering virtue she 
flies to the Convent of the Carmeiiies, but overcome by the 
entreaties of the King returns to Court, is created a Duchess, 
and lives as the avowed mistress of Louis. Madame de Montespan 
supplanis the Duchess in the heart of Louis, and the Play ends 
with Madame De laValliere taking the veil in the Carmelite Con- 
vent, though the affection of Louis has been rekindled at the 
thought of losing ber, and he promises to sacrifice her unworthy 
rival. Mad!le.De la Valliere had been betrothed to} a brave and 
noble soldier, Bragelone, whom Mr. Bulwer makes to become a 
monk when he hears of the dishonour of his beloved, and this 
character, acted by Macready, was the finest in the Play, indeed 
but for it, we think, the Play would never have succeeded. 

Mr. Bulwer himself says ‘‘In the character of Bragelone is em- 


bodied whatever in the Play pretends to the hero; it is an 
episode which introduces the epic into a court poem. In his 
character I seek to pourtray and individualize the whole chi- 
valric, high thoughted and high spirited race upon whose graves 
rose the reckless profligate and brilliant generation of Louis the 
1Vth.” Macready embodied his author’s conception nobly and 
acted throughout in a manner for which no praise would be hy- 
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perbolical ; be was most enthusiastically applauded. Miss Helen 
Faucit conceived the character of the heroine correctly, and 
played with feeling and judgment, but was occasionally very in- 
distinct in her enunciation, which is a greatfault. For the other 
performers we can say bat little in praise. Farren was quite out 
of his element as the captivating Duke daLauzun, and Miss Pel- 
ham looked as unlike the beautiful Montespan as one Can possi- 
bly conceived, and she was nearly damniag the Play more than 
once. Excepting the scenes in which Macready is engaged, the 
Play requires considerable curtailment,—there is too much talk- 
ing and too little action. We beg his Majesty’s pardon, but 
really Vandenboff was but a vulgar representative of the hand- 
some gay Monarch.—The house was crammed to the roof, and 
all the private boxes were filled by people of rank and fashion. 
At the end of the Play, Macready led forward Miss Faucit, aad 
they were greeted with shouts of applause, and there were re- 
peated calls for Mr. Bulwer. The Pantomime was the afterpiece 


Fashionabie Lounges. i 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 

- Dear Ma. Eoitorn,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon~but will you 
axcuse me—lI have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigar 
Depot, 415, Strand, trom which place I address you—fill my box with exquisite 
suuff!—choose a real Havannah !—delightful lounge, and choice eompany— 
advise all my friends to go. 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—most 
splendid place—completely rebuilt since the Jate calamitous fire—thronged by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to patronise and encourage this Emporium 
of fashion, taste, &economy.— Pop i by the private entrance, 14,BurlingtonArcade. 

First thing after my return on Monday, reload my Palmer's Pocact Toilet ready 
for my Saturday's pene all gallant friends. to call on mio amico iv tire 
Italiau Opera Arcade, and view his new Toilette for the ladies—grand pet with 
prim Aunt Paulina, vows it ‘her frst love and her Jast !’” 

Tuesday, attend a large party of fashionables toMapame Tuasavun’s inter- 
esting Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square—saw 
correct likenesses of the late poor lamented Malibran, theDuchess of Kent, Prine 
cess Victoria, Lord Hill, Lord Me!bourue, Marq.of Anglesey, Lord J. Russell, &c. 

Why is Perarine’s splendid Winter stock of Hats, like celebrated perfor- 
mers ?—because theyjare waterproof like Reeve—elegantjlike Vestris—durable 
as Braham-—-&, light as the step of Taglioni ! They are as cheap as theBoxes at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPERR1INGCaps them all. 

Wednesday, pop into theGothic Hall, 7, Hay-market, to listen to the delightful 
strains of the Grand Euterpeon—fancied I was listening to a full orchestra— 
astonished at its unequalled execution of different airs and overtnres, and like- 
wise by its wonderful mechanism,—Hours of performing, 12, 3, & 8 o’clock. 

Thursday, I saunter to Kenpatt and Son, at the Civet Cat, 447, Wes: 
Strand, and purchased a beautiful assortment of useful and fanciful articles ar 
such low prices it quite astonished me! Perfumery, toys, workboxes, foreign 
merchandize, &c. &c. beatifuul | assure you. 

Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit bis 
splendidCoffee Room, had an excellent coftee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh- 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
proved pal a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d’ Hote cvery Thursday at half-past 5, 

On Saturday. | examine Mies Lindwood’s curious Needles Work, Leicester 
square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Every evening, after the Theatre, 1 and my friends cross over from Rueseil 
Court. to Bratt’s in Drury Lane, (No. 109,) for a few glasses of Ginger, or 
Mulled Elder, or other British Wines; when I popa bottle or two intu my 
peeket, witha single bottle of Breti’s British Cognac, for since Mrs, Pry’se »0- 
reetion with the Tempernce Society she take. he iatter article only medicinialty. 
butf intrude, beg pardon—Your’s &..—PAUL PRY, 























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane: 


This Evening, the Grand Bailet, entitled The 


Devil on Two Sticks ! 


Asmodeus,Mr WIELAND, Cleophas, Monsieur MAZILIER, 
Florinda, (a Dancer of the Opera) Miss BALLIN, 
After which, the Musical Entertainment of 


Paul and Virginia! 


‘Captain Tropic, Mr Seguin, Don Autonio. Mr Duruset, 

Paul, (2nd time,) Miss ROMER, Dominique, Mr GIUBELEI, 

Virginia, Miss Shirreff, Jacintha, Miss Poole, Mary, Mrs C. Jones. 
After which, will be performed an entirely new ChristmasPantomime, called 


7 ARLEQUIN 


And Old Gammer Gurton ; 


Or. the Lost Needle! 
The Overture and Music composed by Ricnarp Hucues. 
The New Grand and extensive Scenery by Messrs. GRIEVE, T. GRIEVE, 
and W. GRIEVE. 

The Properties, Tricks and Transformations by Mr. Blamaire and Assistants. 
The Pantomime Produced under the Direction of Mr. HOWELL. 
MOUNT SKIDDAW, (BY STAR-LIGHT.) 

Mago, Mr. MEARS, Stophiles, Mr. HONNER, Attendant Spirits, Spirits, 
INTERIOR OF THE VILLAGE. 

Robin, (a Forrester, elder Son to Gammer Gurton,) Miss POOLE, 
Cobb, Mr. RICHARDSON, Gammer Gurton, Mr HENRY, 

Dame Chatte, Mr SHUTTER, 

Emma, Miss FAIRBROTHER, Tyb, Mrs EAST, Doll. Miss BARNETT, 
COUNTRY CHURCH SEEN THROUGH A FOREST. 
Cerulia, (Queen of the Fairies, & Protectoress of Old GammerGurton) MissMarshail , 

INTERIOR OF THE BAILIi’s HOUSE. " 
Maister Baylie, Mr Fenton, Scapethrift, Mr Blake, Beadle, Mr Bounce, 
PAIRY LAKE, BY MOONLIGHT. 
A StREET IN GREENWICH. 
Haslequin, Mr. HOWLEL, Columbine, MissFAIRBROTHER, 
Clown, Mr T. MATTHEWS, — Pautaloon, Mr F- SUTTON. 

‘The Eclipse, (on this Occasion only) by the Sun and Moon. 
WATER MILL AND PUBLIC HOUSE. 
Miller, Mr Flour, Angler, Mr Nibble, 

COACH OFFICE AND SHOE SHOP. 

Chambermaid, Sa!ly Sly, Windsor Peas, Master and Miss Mars)is!! , 
FISHMONGER’S STALLS AND BEER SHOP, 

THE POPULAR CASHEWNUT DANCE, 
INTERIOR OF A KITCHEN! 
Washerwoman, MrsCooke, Skeleton, Mr Bones, Capers, by Messrs, Dance 
A POTTERY, AND PRINTING OFFICE. 

THE NEW NATIONAL GALLERY: 

A CELEBRATED MAN OF FASHION, By JIM CROW !1: 
JERONAUTIKON! or, Journey of the Great Ballon, representing 
Views of the following places, as seen therefrom 

i IN THE LATE ARIAL VOYAGE. 

1.—(Day-light}—Vauxhall Gerdens. “Now I'm furnished for my flight—Machggh. 
2.—Mhe Thames, St. Paul’s, The Bridges. 3.—Greenwich Hospital and Park— 
Woolwich. 4.—The Medway, Gad’s Hill Rochester Bridge, Castle, aad 
Cathedral. 5.—(Twi-light)—Dover Castle, and Town. Harbour and Shakspeaxe s 
Cliff. 6.—(Night)—The Chanel. 7 .—(Moon-light)—Calais Pier, and the fe- 
volving Light. 8.—(Morning)—The Rhine. Cologne Cathedral. bridge of 
Boats.—Deutz. 9.—Bonn—Seven Mountains—Drachentels. 10.—The Moseile 
—Cohblentz, and Ehrenbrietstein. 11.—Club. Ruinsof Gutenfels & the P tafty 
1@.—Barcarach. 13.—Bigen, Mausethurm. Earenfels, Rudensheim. and Joban- 
negsberg. 14.—Mayence, Dom Kirche, &c. Toy Shop, and Confectioner’s- 
The Basaltic Cavern. Cerulia’s Enchanted Bower, m the centre of which wit! 
tdke place a Splendid Irradiation of Fireworks. 




















This Evening. (2nd Time) with magnificent scenery, Splendid Decorations, 
a new Original Play, in Five Acts, to be called The ‘ 


Duchess De La Valliere. 


By i. LL. SULWER, Esq. M.P. 
Louis the Fourteenth, Mr VANDENHOFF, 
The Duke de Lauzun,,.........,.002cccccccceeee tir W. FARREN, 
Count de Grammont, Mr PRITCHARD, 
The Marquis de Bragelone,...... <isiaeicnnaiinie .Mr 4ACREADY, 
;Marquis de Montespan, Mr WEBSTER, 
Bertrand,........0- ..(the Amourer). ..............Mr TILBURY, 
First Courtier, Mr J. WEBSTER. 
Second Courtier, Mr BENDER, Third Couitier, Mr COLLETT. t 
Madame de Montespan. Miss PELHAM, ‘ 
Madame de !a Valliere,,....... Mrs W. WiST, 
Madlie, (afterwards Duchess) de laValliere, Miss H. FAUCIT, 
The Queen of Louis the Fourteenth, Miss PARTRIDGE;} 
Abbess, Mrs GARRICK, First Lady, Miss LEE, 
Second Lady, Miss BROOKES, Third Lady, Miss LAND, 
The Vocal Parts by Mesdames Turpin, Vincent, Land, &c. &e. 





After which, (10th Time) a new Comic Christ uas Pantomime entitled 


Harlequin & Georgey Barnwell! 


Or, TH: LONDON ‘PRENTICE. 
The Abode of Idleness, and Appearance of Slotn drawn by Snails. 

The Home of Industry, and Fairy Landscape.—Temple of Industry, 
Gounting House of lilasicr Thorogood—the Wharf—and Brig ‘ Adventurer,” 
from Genoa, at Anchor, Distant View of the Tower of London. 

The Master Thorogood, (@ Merchant,) Mr BENDER, 
Maria, (his Daughter,) Ma’amselle THERESE SCHMIDT, 
Alfred Yrueman and Georgey Barnwell, (his Apprentices, ) 
Mr ELLAR & Mr C.J.SMITH, 

Captain Sternchase, of the “* Adventurer,” Mr SAUNDERS, 
Residence of Hillwood, at the Gunner’s in Shorediich, Splendid Apartments in 
Millwood’s House, Uncle Barniell’s House in the Boro’ 

Barnaby Barnwell, (Gcorge’s Unele,) Mr HUCKEL, 
Harlequin, Mr ELLAR, Pantaloon, Mr CLARKE, 
Columbine, Mile. T. SCHMIDT, 

Clown,,. ee scllalaicbsceletelediilecensanitainnnaiaaaid .Mr C. &. SMITH 
The New Houses of Parliament! from the Design of Mr BARRY, aud Others. 
Lots of Yarn—Sunday Bill—What a Mull !—Division anong the Members— 
Motion carried by a large majority. Alfred Alphabet’s Patent Letter Manufactory 
Equestrian Statue of George the Third. ‘Thereby hangs a tale,” “Out damned 
spol,”’—Shakspeare. William the Fourth andthe Wooden Walls of Old Bn 
gland. A Crow Pie—* Who are you ?”—Slang Dictionary,— “JIM CROW" 
The celebrated Song of * JIM CROW !? in imitation of Mr T. D. RICE, 
The American Actor ! Gallery of Practical Science. All in hot water—N® 
thing like Steam. Stay-Maker’s Shop and Office of the Mary-la-bonne Water 

Works. Wivel’s new patent Fire Escape. 

Office of the “Weekly Dispatch,” and Trunk Muker’s Shop, Duty off Newspapers 
Huge Herald. Immense Star, Large Sun, Great Chron'cle, Tremendous Timeg; 
Enlarged Dispalch ! Public House on the Roadto Turnham Greén. The Rie 
mond Omnibus: Way to Turn’em Green. Vauxhall Gardens during a Day 
Fete! Green’s Flying Omnibus Baloon to new York, Passengers in a merry 

Balloon Race between Mr & Mrs Green. Grand Hall of Festival! i! 
in which ths celebrated Madame Louise Irvine will perfom an astonishing aseent 
on the Tight Rope from the Stage to the Gallery never attempted simce 
the time when the wonderful Madame Sacchi gave the same performance at tRis 
Vheatre.—Finishing with a Grand Display of Fireworks 
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